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Neuroscience curriculum soon in lIT Madras

http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/education/neuroscience-curriculum-soon-in-iit-
madras/article8089289.ece

IIT Madras will soon have neuroscience curriculum for engineers. This was decided at the inaugural workshop
on Computational Brain Research, organised by the Office of International & Alumni Relations (I&AR), IIT
Madras.

The week-long workshop ended recentlywith a decision to promote cross-institutional collaborations and to
develop a neuroscience curriculum for engineering students at the institute, says a release.

R Nagarajan, Dean I&AR, in a press release said “At IIT Madras, we would like the Centre for Computational
Brain Research to quickly reach critical mass in terms of participating faculty, post-doctoral and students so that
the work achieves significant impact through individual and collaborative efforts.” he said.

Kris Gopalakrishnan, executive vice chairman (former co-chairman) of Infosys, set up three Chairs in
computational brain research at IIT Madras with an endowment of (110 crore each. The first occupant of the
chair is Partha Mitra, Principal Investigator at Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory, New York.


http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/education/neuroscience-curriculum-soon-in-iit-madras/article8089289.ece
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Much needs to be done to bring higher education at world
level, says President Mukherjee

http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-much-needs-to-be-done-to-bring-higher-education-at-world-level-says-
president-mukherjee-2164028

The President hoped that recent listing of Indian Institute of Science (11Sc), Banglore, and Indian Institute of
Technology (11T), Delhi, in world's top 200 research and development institutions would provide impetus for
others.

President Pranab Mukherjee on Saturday said much was required to be done to bring the higher education of the
country at the world level.

Speaking at the Seventh Convocation of Vinoba Bhave University at Hazaribagh on Saturday, he said India was
world leader in the field of higher education and research for 1800 years. Taxilla University of ancient India
was a seat of specialised learning for Indian, Greek and Persian Civilisations.

The President hoped that recent listing of Indian Institute of Science (I11Sc), Banglore, and Indian Institute of
Technology (11T), Delhi, in world's top 200 research and development institutions would provide impetus for
others.

Stating that in last three and half years he had visited more than 100 institutions, where he emphasised on the
need to improve international rankings of Indian institutions of higher education, The President said there was
no lack of merit on the part of our higher learning institutions, however, they need to promote themselves better.

President Mukherjee conferred Honrary Doctor of Literature (D.Lit) on former union minster Yashwant Sinha

by the Vinoba Bhave University for his significant contributions in the field of economy, international relations
and public services.

PU not centrally funded varsity: Centre

http://www.hindustantimes.com/punjab/pu-not-centrally-funded-varsity-centre/story-
nK9owU69GD3gzPIKTTMN2M.html

In another blow to faculty members of Panjab University (PU) on retirement age, the Union government on
Friday told the Punjab and Haryana high court that it was not a centrally funded institution.

Appearing before the bench of justice Amol Rattan Singh, assistant solicitor general Chetan Mittal said the
meaning and scope of centrally funded institutions pertained to those institutions which were exclusively funded
by the central government through the ministry of human resource development (MHRD) or the University
Grants Commission (UGC).

The central government response came on the query posed by the high court.

The Centre has made it clear that the MHRD enhanced the age of superannuation from 62 to 65 of teachers
engaged in classroom teaching and who were occupying teaching positions on regular employment against
sanctioned posts in centrally funded higher and technical educational institutions in 2007. The state
governments were also requested to do the same in view of shortage of experienced teachers. But it
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categorically said the PU was not a centrally-funded institution for the purpose of 2007 circular as some part of
the funding was made by the state government (Punjab).

The court has now asked the MHRD to submit funding details of central universities and the central-
government funded institutions such as the Indian Institute of Technology (I1Ts), Indian Institute of
Management (11Ms) on the next date of hearing on January 20. The high court bench orally observed that it was
now clear that the PU received a grant of 92% from the central government and the funding pattern of these
institutions could help in settling the controversy.

The HC was hearing a petition filed by faculty members of PU in which they are demanding enhancement of
retirement age from 60 to 65. The high court has stayed retirement orders of over 30 such petitioners in the past
one year. The Centre does not recognise PU as the central university, but the petitioners are claiming that it is a
centrally funded university as it is getting up to 92% grant from the MHRD. Punjab and Centre both are not in
favour of increasing the retirement age.
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IIT alumnus
hangs self
at US varsity

Times NEws NETWORK

Hyderabad: A 23-year-old
ITTalumnus from Hyderabad
has committed suicide at the
North Carolina State Univer-
sity in the US, allegedly after
scoringlow inexams.

Shiva Karan,whowaspur-
suing a master’s in computer
science at the university in
Raleigh, was found hanging
in his hostel room on Thurs-
dayv. He went to the US six
monthsago.

Although the exact reason
is vet to be ascertained, the
student’s maternal uncle Shi-
va Prasad told the media on
Friday that his nephew may
have done it “because he got
lower-than-expected grades
in exams”. Shiva’s parents
ares said to be in shock.

“Wearestill tryvingtolearn
more about what may have
happened in Shiva Karan’s
case. Our volunteers in North
Carolina will provide any nec-
essary logistical support,” V
Chowdary Jampala, presi-
dent of Telugu Association of
North America, told TOI.
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Union HRD Minister Smriti Irani inaugurates World Book
Fair

http://www.awazedost.com/union-hrd-minister-smriti-irani-inaugurates-world-book-fair/

ofl Union Human Resources Development Minister Smriti Irani on
Saturday inaugurated the 24th World Book Fair in the capital. The fair aims to inculcate reading habits or book
culture in the age of internet. The theme of the fair this time is ”India’s cultural heritage”. The nine-day-long
fair would see China as the ‘guest nation’.

Eighty one Chinese publishers and 5,000 Chinese books will be showcased in the fair which apart from Chinese
language will also be available in English and Hindi.

Publishers from countries like Pakistan, Germany, China, Spain, Poland and Nepal will also participate.

Entry to the fair would be free for school children and this year the fair is being organised in January for school
children.
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